TECHNICAL SPECIFICATIONS
Porsche 924 D Production Racer

DISPlECOmMEnt .« vl ules swanins 5 Pima it e mem i T b 2 1984 cc (121 cu. in.)

BMGINE .. . . 55 v Bl et romir b mim min oo P Tt o imd’e 4-cylinder in-line BOBDYE ooz b Fiberglass fender flares, Plexiglass side and rear windows
5o P Syl N RO T *oc = 1 v B 86.5mm (3.41in.) Front, rear spoilers
SUBKE. o Secoyorie Bhrasorcss s wresarsss cta savslo st Waroress oy RN s o s 84.4 mm (3.32in.)

SUSPENSION ............... Independent, ride height adjustable, Bilstein gas

pressure shock absorbers, adjustable sway bars

Compression ratio .. Surome g Lol S el e ol 11.9:1 ETORE, 515 2 g s B o I B D ¥ o s o e MacPherson Struts

Horsepower (DINNet) ...... ...ttt 185 at 7500 rpm ALk O SCRp I e s S Diagonal arms

ENGINQBIOCK 12100 b s0biaimahs wiaithe s s siohis-rraie S ordleternteats stialons moromm e o Cast iron BRAKES & v« cuocivi cmuan 3o 4-wheel vented disc brakes, adjustable brake bias

CRADKSIATT < < oo 0 sie b o tommn oo hasser afs ste Biolermis osn acets Forged steel, 5 main bearings WHEBES . i o viveses sinnm i o om i it &0 0o BBS forged alloy, 7"'x15"

ﬂ 113159 ) RPN S R e DY R Aluminum alloy BRES o 2 e omas s sm o Goodyear 22.5x 7.5x 15;23.0 x 8.5 x 15;24.0 x 8.5 x 15
; Cylinderhead ............ooiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiii e Aluminum alloy DIMENSIONS/CAPACITIES

VAIVE BRI ..o . 0 oo wasern wiriiinin s sobionsss wta s asscins Overhead cam, spur belt-driven Wheelbase ...... ...t 2400 mm (94.5 in.)

Induction system . .. .. cuouf. i vensn Bosch/Kugel-Fischer mechanical injection L (o G T L 1462 + 3 mm (57.8 + .1in.)

Lubrication system .. ...ttt Dry sump 2 o N S 1443 + 3mm (56.8 + .1in.)

BB 60 7o o5 e coelsiof o lheresiarmsmiedamssri wis sie < dforeionsce wrastisioms s v 4320 mm (170 in.)

TRANSMISSION ............. 5-speed with Porsche synchromesh, limited slip VTR o e e cin onmioionm sraiore itsoress sge svmms. st sue avbi a4 s0s s5e-a5 s s s e s 1817 (71.5in.)

differential; individual gear ratios to suit track L (=31 111 SO O sy, aesas 1210 (47.6 in.)

conditions O s L e oy, TR e O T %y e ML O S N 1900 Ibs.

BCIEOIIN. e ool barsirsss stasssotels Single dry plate with metallic friction “pads’™ BRBIHANIG ... .ooials v oo siniaiaiafor misimisisisis sio otosressions a8 .50 56 raralbiscuss 17.4 gallons

Qilsystem ...t 10-12 liters (2.6 - 3.2 gallons)

CHASSIS .. -0 cciivine o srsisbon unitized body, reinforced with welded-in roll cage
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“Instant
Legend”

orgive the hand clapping. They
had earned the right, that be-
grimed band hanging on the pit
straight rail in the gathering Road At-
lanta twilight. All were listening to the
crisp notes produced by throttle
pressure nuances and gear changes as
Tom Brennan guided the scruffy
Porsche 924 D Production coupe
through the coming darkness.
Twenty-four hours earlier, here at
the site of the 1980 Champion Classic,
Brennan’s car was a collection of un-
assembled kit pieces, parts of the

sells to those D Production entrants
wanting off-the-shelf technology.

Indeed, the ‘“‘racing car kit” con-
cept had been proven during the course
of the regular 1980 National Champion-
ship season, with the home-assembled
Porsche coupes copping 15 victories
and 17 second places in 70 starts.

standard package 924 that Porsche”

“l called home,” he said sadly, “to
let them know | wouldn’t be running.”
At the time it was a prediction to take
to a bank. After all, there was little

more than 48 hours to the DP title
finale and there were no spare 924
coupes in the Porsche garage.

- There were, however, two unas-
sembled 924 kits at the Holbert Racing
shops just outside of Philadelphia and
there was Porsche+ Audi’'s Special
Vehicles Manager Josef Hoppen.

“I asked his crew if they wanted to
try and build him a car,” reported
Hoppen. “And, when they said ‘yes,’ |
ordered one of those kits shipped
to Atlanta.”

On Thursday afternoon Hoppen
and several other Porsche factory of-
ficials watched as the crates unloaded

Jeff Zwart Photos

men and their friends on the other 924
teams present at Atlanta. In something
which approached time-lapse photo-
graphy, the unpainted 924 tub grew
through the night and the next day
into a duplicate of the team’s original
racer. By 3 p.m. Friday, the 924 was on
its own wheels for the first time. By
5:30 p.m. the crew was on pit lane as
Brennan took his exploratory laps. By
7 p.m. the car was at the bodyshop
being sprayed black. And by midnight
it was back at the track garage ready
for a final alignment and other minor
adjustments.

When Brennan buckled up Satur-

day afternoon, his mount was in every

\ No one, however, anticipated the way the equal of the car he had brought
Y test to which the kit building idea down to the CSPRRC, a fact proven not
/ would be put at this year’'s Champion only by his eventual fourth-place finish

Spark Plug Road Racing Classic—
certainly not Brennan whose Her-
man + Miller dealer team 924 was con-
sidered one of the favorites to win the
D Production title.

The Danville, lli., driver’s hopes of
competing, much less vying for that
honor, however, seemingly took a
permanent vacation on Wednesday
afternoon when he crashed—and
totaled—the racer against the bank at
the start/finish line.

what everybody hoped would be a

running 924 DP machine by Saturday.
Those hopes were factored on the

stamina of Brennan’s band of merry

but by his wistful comment afterward
on what might have been. “I think |
could have won,” said he, “if | didn’t
have to start from the rear of the field.”

But, winning would not have
changed the record Brennan and the
Herman + Miller crew achieved in
building a complete racing car in a
single day—an exercise which even
the Porsche factory admits should take
a minimum of two weeks. It was truly
the stuff of legends. -Bill Qursler
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