Th€. SOETWARE SCRISM

From "La Bustina 3i Minerva,” a column by dmberfo €ro, in e
Seplember 30, 1994, issue of the Ifalian jonrnal L'€spressao.

Insufficient consideration has Been given to the underground rveligious war
that is transforming the modern world: the division Between users of the
Macinfosh compufer and users of MS-DOS compatiile computers. I am
fivmly of the opinion {hat the Macintosh is Catholic and {hat DOS is
Protestant. Indeed, the Macinfosh is counfer reformist and has feen
influenced By the methodical path of the desuits. Xt tells the faithiul how
they must proceed step fy step to reach-if nof the Kingdom of Heaven-the
moment in which their document is printed. It is catechistic: the essence of
revelation is dealf with via simple formulae and sumpfuous icons. €ueryone
has a right to salvation.

DOS is Profestant, or even Calvinistic. It allows free intevpretation of
seripture, demands difficult personal decisions, imposes a sufitle
Rermenentics upon the user, and fakes for granted the idea that nof all can
reach salvation. To make the system work you need fo interpret it yourself:
the user is closed within the loneliness of his own inner forment.

And what about the wachine language that lies Beneath Boih operating
systems? A&h, that is the stuff of the O} Westament, Talmudic and
cabalistic,



