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he Diablo Mountains, east of San Jose, offer some of the best and most spectacular
driving roads in Northern California. Bordering the local state park, Route 130
starts in the foothills by Highway 680, and winds its way up Mt Hamilton towards
WM(‘:ZB&) above sea level, and down the other side.

Mt Hamilton for 22.5 miles, Route 130 has much more gradient
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On the downside, the road was better maintained before the
financial crisis, and the subsequent lack of funding and a couple
of hard winters have begun to degrade the surface.

Thus, you have to be careful of small rocks that have been
washed off the cliff face by the occasional rain. And just like
at the Niirburgring, in spring, autumn and winter, the damp
patches shaded by the trees do not dry out.

Today, we are enjoying the breathtaking views from the
University of California’s Lick Observatory, on Observatory
Peak. It has taken us just over half an hour of spirited driving
from the highway, covering barely half of Route 130, to get here.

It was no surprise that we only saw one other car on the way
up as the locals say the population of Mt Hamilton is around 40
people. However, unlike the odd tourist who comes up here for
the observatory tour or just to get some clean air, the five of us,
and our three GT3s were on a mission.

GT3s are not town or highway animals; they are lean and
lithe predators born to go quickly on a racetrack or on roads like
these, and the jockeys who ride them want to be able to enjoy
every single minute of the experience.

Enjoying it is precisely what I was doing in this back-to-back
drive of two tuned 997 GT3s and one tuned GT3 RS 3.8, all
three fettled by California-based Porsche tuner, SharkWerks.

It is one thing for SharkWerks to hand over its own brand-
new GT3 RS 3.8 to a total stranger, quite another for two of
its best customers to do the same, especially on a road as
demanding as this. I take it as a mark of the confidence they
have in their cars, and the respect they have for SharkWerks’
co-founder Alex Ross and his team.

I decided to start the day by driving the lightly tuned blue
and orange SharkWerks RS 3.8, using it as the benchmark for
the two modified 997 GT3s.

The car, one of the four Gulf blue and orange-themed RS
3.8s to come to the United States, was famous even before it
reached SharkWerks’ headquarters. Alex and Dan collected
it in person from supplying dealer Isringhausen Porsche in
Springfield, Illinois, in early November and drove it all the way
back to California.

Their 2,229-mile journey across five states on the legendary
US Route 66 was the subject of a daily blog on the SharkWerks

website in early November. I followed his journey in the days
leading up to my visit to SharkWerks. The timing was perfect
as I was due to drive the new 991 Carrera in Santa Barbara just a
few days after my visit to SharkWerks.

Apart from being the most lurid GT3 RS 3.8 I have ever seen
in the metal, the setting was familiar, and the figure-hugging
race seats felt like a favourite pair of gloves.

When I twisted the ignition key, the engine fired up with
adeeper, more visceral bark than standard thanks to the
SharkWerks GT3 exhaust. [ knew from Alex’s blog that scant
seconds after taking delivery of his brand-new car, he had
Isringhausen whip it into their workshop to install the exhaust,
which is one of SharkWerks' bestselling lines.

On day four, and 1,500 miles into the journey home, the
intrepid duo stopped off at Evolution Motorsport (EVOMS)
in Tempe, Arizona for the ECU remapping work that would
optimise the fuel, ignition and camshaft timing for both 91 and
93 Octane fuel.

On the EVOMS dyno, the factory base line of 424bhp at the
wheels. This was boosted to 442bhp, or 470bhp at the flywheel
by the ECU and exhaust mods, and the RS continued its journey
west with smiling faces all round.

“When we got the car back to our workshop, we then did all
our usual suspension and wheel upgrades as well,” said Alex.

“Having a car that a customer can drive is a basic principle we

uphold here, and we have proven over and over with various
demo cars that there is no better way to sell parts or even
complete cars.”

Feeling 20bhp on top of 450bhp is a tough call, especially on
aroad like this where you seldom get up enough speed to see
the redline in third. But from the more incisive way the throttle
responds, and the more eagerly the rev-counter chases the red
paint, the seat of my pants tells me that the freer-breathing
exhaust and remapped software have done the trick.

On top of that, the SharkWerks exhaust shaves about 8.0kg
off a 997 GT3, but as the factory RS 3.8 uses a titanium exhaust,
the saving drops to around 3.5kg. That said, the factory RS
exhaust only uses titanium in its centre silencer and tips, and
the pipes are still stainless steel. SharkWerks uses titanium tips
that are larger in diameter but lighter.

Octane
Numbers
There's alot of
confusion about US
and European fuel
Octane numbers,
which makes the
US grades appear
much worse. But
the factis we're not
comparing apples
with apples as US
fuel stations use the
PON systemrather
than the European
RON system.

PON (Pump
Octane Number)
is the average of
the RON (Research
Octane Number)
and MON (Motor
Octane Test)
systems, and 91
(PON) Octaneis
equivalent to 95
(RON) Octane
Unleaded, while
93 (PON) Octane
equates to 98
(RON) Octane.

Inthe USA,
Californiaand
Arizona have the
worst fuel at 91
Octane and higher
ethanol content. The
East Coast, though,
has the better 93
Octane fuel, which
is closer in quality
to the European
98 Octane.

Gulf blue and orange - what better
colour scheme fora 997 GT3 RS?
















